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one of two basic forms: proportional representation systems and single-member district 
systems. However, New Zealand mixes both together and has yet to offer a good reason 
for doing so.

STUDY QUESTIONS AND EXERCISES

1.	 Identify and explain the different functions that legislatures perform.

2.	 This chapter makes the case that not all legislatures are democratic. Explain why 
this is the case. What are some aspects of the U.S. Congress that are not demo-
cratic?

3.	 Is C-SPAN or C-SPAN2 the most boring channel on cable?

4.	 What are the strengths and weaknesses of a single-member district process of 
selecting representatives for a democratic legislature?

5.	 Surprise . . . What are the strengths and weaknesses of a proportional representa-
tion process of selecting representatives for a democratic legislature?

6.	 Why would a dictator have a legislature?

www.capsteps.com. The Capitol Steps are a group of former Senate staffers 
who satirize national politics through song.

legacy.c-span.org/international/links.asp. The C-SPAN Legislatures around 
the World page links to parliaments all over the globe and indicates whether 
their proceedings are televised.

www.parl.gc.ca/Content/LOP/researchpublications/bp334-e.htm. The 
Canadian Library of Parliament site reprints “Electoral Systems,” Brian 
O’Neal’s short 1993 paper on the different types of electoral systems and their 
importance.

http://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/about/history_unicameral.php. The 
Nebraska Legislature’s site provides a history of Nebraska’s decision to estab-
lish a one-house legislature.
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